
Ave Maria Home Volunteer Orientation 
 

The volunteer experience at Ave Maria Home is rewarding for the volunteers and the 
elders.  Some of the most interesting people live at Ave Maria.  They have had full lives 
and can tell you some wonderful stories.  Part of the volunteer experience is to listen and 
get to know the residents.   

We have many opportunities for volunteering here at Ave Maria Home.  The following 
are areas that need help and you can decide where you might enjoy most and feel most 
comfortable volunteering.   

Assisted Living is for elders who need assistance with activities of daily living such as 
bathing, dressing, medication administration, housekeeping, transportation, and 
activities.  Some may be unstable on their feet or have physical issues that make it 
unsafe to live alone.  Many are hearing and/or vision impaired.  These elders are the 
highest functioning of our residents and enjoy playing games, arts and crafts, puzzles, 
and listening to music.   

St. Luke’s Cottage is designed to ensure elders with dementia and early to mid-stage 
Alzheimer’s disease feel safe and secure.  Our program promotes familiar schedules and 
surroundings while providing personal assistance with daily activities.  They enjoy 
playing games, arts and crafts, dancing and listening to music.   

We have seven Green House® Homes, which are designed for elders needing long 
term care or skilled nursing.   These non-traditional nursing homes accommodate 10-12 
elders each, of which many are bedridden or wheelchair bound.   

We have two Green House® Homes, for skilled rehabilitation only.  Ave Maria offers 
physical, occupational, and speech therapy for persons of any age and the goal of the 
program is to return participants to their previous level of functioning.   Elders living in 
the Green House® Homes love music, visiting, and having the Bible read to them.  They 
need help being transported to church services or to activities, and they also like to play 
games, such as Bingo. 

The Adult Day Center is for clients to come to during the day while family caregivers 
work or have time off from their caregiving duties.  Many individuals who frequent the 
Day Center have Alzheimer’s, different types of dementia, or medical disabilities. The 
Day Center is open Monday through Friday, from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.   Our clients 
enjoy music, games, arts and crafts, and gardening.  Depending on the day, participants 
may be able to do more one day than another.  

 

To schedule a volunteer opportunity please contact Julie Trayal at 
jtrayal@avemariahome.org or call 901.336.4656. 


